[Principle of the determinant and formation of complexes of epileptic activity].
Experiments on cats under nembutal anesthesia demonstrated that the focus in cerebral cortex with a high level of convulsive activity increases the activity in foci with a low level of convulsive activity, unites them into a functional complex of epileptic activity and determines the behaviour of this complex. Such a focus has been named a determinant. An abolishment of the determinant focus entails a breakage of this complex. The abolishment of any dependent foci fails to produce such effect. The dependent foci are suppressed first of all under ether or halothane anesthesia. Bemegrid injected intravenously revealed first of all the latent determinant foci. The results of such studies as well as some problems of the pathogenesis, diagnosis, therapy and terminology of focal epilepsia are discussed from the point of view of a general conception of the role of the determinant structures in the CNS activity and the theories of generator mechanisms of neuropathologic syndromes characterized by hyperactivity of the systems.